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VIRUS m 1 ike f help with
Welcome to VIRUS number 3.We would like any offers of he

future editions of the magazine,e.geyour letters,an artlclgoor

a willingness to try and flog it.All correspondence to VIRUS c¢/o
84b,Whitechapel High Ste.(Angel Alley),London «E.7.
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THE MINERS :DEFEATED BUT NOT DOWN Waii "'}iy!\‘"
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The miners have been beaten,of that there can be no doubt.
Despite brave words about "heads being held high| there are hundreds
of the most militant N.U.M. members who have not been taken backe.
This alone demonstrates most clearly that the war of attrition of
the 12 month strike has ultimately worked to the advantage of the
governmente.

But the miners are not broken<Many are Jjust as defiant and mil-
itant as they were during the strike.There 1s plenty of scope for
trouble in the coming months « scores have to be settled,vindictive
managements to be tamed and sacked miners to be reinstated.

From the revolutionary ansrchist viewpoint,the strike has been
a very positive experience.lespite the acute suffering,there has
been something close to a revoution in attitudes among the miners
in particular and the country in general.They may be summarised as
follows.

1.4 DIVIDED NATION - the myth of a unitary,classless society
has been fully exposed.People are either for the miners
or against.There is barely a mid way between the two.Class
divisions have once again become very pronounced;the Tory
policy of class war has created a more fully class conscious
proletariate. ‘

2.The miners who stuck it out to Xmas and beyond demonstrated
their toughness and resilience in the face of the greatest
assault ever by the forces of state oppression.They have
gained a new self respects

2,In the solid coalfields, an intense community solidarity
arose.Bveryone pulled together to ensure the continuity of
the struggle.

4 ,SELF CRGANISATION - the miners,their wives and their rel-
atives created from scratch,the means of ensuring their
survival.With the shortage of cash,a money eccnomy in part

gave way to one based on the fulfillment of needs.Food,
clothing,shelter,toys etc.were all provided free to thpse
in need.A new social order based on community and welfare

perhaps became glimpsed at during the many months of short- 1
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sge.lPicket 1inesg travel,defence of communities and the opp-~
osition to scabs were all to a large extent the work of the
people themselves

S.Miners' communities have

tionally upheld an extreme
cult of masculinity and len fO% womensA lot
of this has been ercded.Wc SU roups did not simply
4

provide mealsith T much
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soman stood on picket
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¢1n s w rk their husbands and sons,ra | func O%Orﬁdﬁlbgd
iemo ations and much more.Women ca 1y have gained from
the npporfwnzfles that the gtrike plac in front of them.

6.The miners and their supporters have besen radicalised to
an ilncredible ext&ﬁfﬁwevclptlomav3 alternatives have once
mcre,after more than a decade,become seriously listened to,
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LAR ATTACKS OH THATCHERISM.IF A
SIDTLITTIES ARE CPENED UFP IN THE
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:nt way back in
Tovenb its' height which
deals g left and violences

November 13th 1984

he Miners' Strike (issue no 1)
se which uaa been sweeping

find this kind of bullshit

le class left object to the violence of the pickets
s organised by the miners themselves (and not by

or leader) and is al@eu at the agents of the stat eythe
do n@ﬁ (as they profess) u%wbct to gll violence as

o

i course because of any dveylv held personal convicte
ions .These people are actually shitting themselves because the
miners are taking matters directly into their own hands and att-
acking the obvious source of their oppres ion,ana ROT because
they have the strength of character or depth of feeling or
thought which makes people become pacifists.Given a good old
fashlu?ed lﬂblflmaue wARgxbe middle class left now expressing
such corncern about violence betwesen the filth and the miners
would not be exvressing sny of the same (appa srent) dedication ‘
to norviolencs,because its'! ‘concern’' is fear of people realising
their own ability and strength as individuals BREAKING TEE LAW,
and NOT s degire for peace.
ANARCHY AND YEACE,
(but not socialism thanks)

Glenne



AL OF DISCUSSICN ABOUT THE ROLE OF
UTE. ACCOCUNYS BY PEOPLE DIRECITY
OF POLICE BEHAVICUR HOWEVER,HAVE

THERE HAS BEEH
THE POLICE Ik TZZ i
AFFECTED CII 4 TAT T

BEEN LESS ZVi-z..,3% D PRINY A LEDPER FROM A WOMAN WHO LIVES

1N THE =C_Zonzal A PRIEND IN LONDON .IT TELLS IN CLEAk
TERNS ¢U32 Wial v ,

v pleased to receive your letter,and please
) or sending the moneye.lhe lads thank you

verr Tuctn, hings are not getting any better here.We have Jjust

hed Zorse working miners in Bolton but every one has had to leave

°rz zrzz,0therwise men here been solid and willing to stay
CuT Iz == long as it takes.

-~z tolice have been pigs,not letting the men go and pick
ccz’ Zrcm the tips.Riot police have been,as many as ten or twelve
w2 _Zzds to round them up like cattle.If the strikers have said

=nTning they have been beaten up and kept in the police station
Iz uz to four dayse

cne old friend of curs was picketing last week at night with
"o four more lads.When the police went to the pit gates our
iend Gerry was rude to them.He then tried to get away but they
© him and broke or cracked five of his ribs.This was done by
ght police.Seven left,thinking that he was unconscious but one
me back and started kicking him in the head.Gerry is fiftynine
vears old,;he couldn't run as fast as the younger ones,

The soup kitchen is stiil going,the shops have given until
They they can’t give any c.ome women in the street are giving
a party for the kids at . everyone is doing a little bit.One
thing about it ,it wil! Amas to remember.But we will still
get through,we have %

I do not know what
they have had from fr]
Martin sent £25,1 am ge

Jack still runs the

would have done without the help
voll andyour friends.Your friend
ood for the lads With iteeecescsses
club for the young boys.I've been
year to have a Jumble sale but

yos0 last week I sent it all to the

people haven't the money

welfare hall for them to give it outl.It may help a little.

Well this is all for now,
Love,
Sybil.
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time has come
T throw off the yoke
capitalism.

fetters

BRE they?
+ted from boredom .

screat men in cabinetal
o0ld world

‘11 destroy

YICTOR TRIUK.1918.Russia.




Handy Hints for Class War Demonstrators

-7 zet invoved with 'set piece' battles.The state can
=z o2s2ly) outnumber the strikers/demonstrators.They have
- —anica tiOhgamObllﬁﬁyngTPDOWOT scoordination,plus power
he most intimidatory factor of all).

: T=rrorise the local police and their families whenever
- snea&y night=time attacks on police houses on council
,>ricks through 'isolated’ police station windows,bumping
iividual bobbies,letting down of police car tyres etce.

i
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“J2zn't be frightened of police horses,unless they are charging
T. =iz yous.A sharp point up a horses'bum can render it totally
i.rimTtrollable.Similarly,in tight situations,pigs can be pulled
122 ncrses.They may seem invulnerable but if you grab hold of a
ioz2x's legyhe will lose all self confidence and panice.Marbles
~zzwn under a horse's hooves makes it (temorarily) uncontrollable.,

D

4 Sometimes in face to fe ace confrontations the odd copper can
vulled into the opposing side and surrounded.lsolated pigs
ome become terrified and vulnerable in the middle of & hostile

e

b3 b b

O o
=
o,
e

{3 ¢

.Don't get involved in con
demonstration.As a
ng a pull and puqh

and hold on for des

~ontations if you are on your own
- a bunportlve roup,snatches

teln mass face to face
rn 'wedges' to breask urp
zaders through and then =

ntations the police will try to
‘mdoLet two or three of the
and isolate then,

7eSometimes coppers will advance slowly into an opposing crowd
_ntending to push it asids.Zewarg of the knee in the ballsj;respond
similarlye.

8.In the dark (so you won't be too easily identified) try using
,thlery, atapults can be wought from sports shops and are useful
cr hit and run attacks,.

by 0

9.If you are highly visible (e.g. a punk,or in some other way
ifTferent) you are more likely to be 31ng1ed out for arrest.Be
ne of the crowdd

10.Read 'Towards a Citizens' Militia =Anarchist Alternatives to
The N%to and the Warsaw Pact' by the 1st of May Group (Cienfuegos
T eSS Je
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forms of violence.lt may assume a psycho-
am
8

"e the humiliation felt when having to
ion or means tested benefits,or the the
sonth on the dole giveg way to another.The
nomelessness,a meagre meal or a cold room is of
; zcryeAnd,if the poor and oppressed should dare to stand
ur =-.. -—zsnise to overcome their poverty they,are met with the
re. crushing violence of the oppressive states
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anarchists would,without doubt,oppose state violence whether
o smunist or capitalist.On the use of violence to counter
or swerthrow the state,however,the movement is split down the middle.
Cr —ne one hand,the pacifist wing,whilst adhering to the anarchist
belief in direct action,will only act in ways which are ostructive

o tne state so long as 1t 1nvoves non-violence,.Many other anarchists
however,more or less reluctantly,accept the necessity of violence

nd others positively enthuse OVer the prospect.The key questions
relating to the use of violence for anarchists are these:

O
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(1) Can an ecalitarian,stateless society be achieved without
matching the violence of the state with the revolutionary
violence of the oppressed?If not,what alternatives are there?

(2)If violence 1s a necessary element in the revolutioary
overthrow of the state,what forms should it take? Is indiv-
idual terror of any value?

T Talg wriTarm,lT c-= +-=t pacific direct action must be of
imited valu - g, = . road,chaining oneself to railings
setting up re ‘st they may be of some use ,are
necessarily e&asi.] : : : the forces of the state.Such
corms of dirvect acTiii TiT LT 258 to curb the worst excesses of
-»g liberal state T rlluin 173 sropaganda value,but it cannot pose
= zerious threat to < .-+ svate machine.Much more effective
L owever,are mass sTUT < <:rsnstrations,which by thelr popular
-:zracter can be much ;;;;VssiveeNevertheless,general strikes
-+ zeaceful demonstra 2 2" -ne are insufficient.No state was
:--2= wrought down by a'nztt noliday' or C.N.D. style demonss=

----ns.The refusal to us
- _z>»v moverent.Confront
--_ —esture,it may evern S
sight (very positivs ~:eced) but given the goon like

i ~naliem of the PBriti:z: armed forces such acts are likely

= -7 wery limited value.. =c-fist anarchism has no answer to

_-- - =% how to neutraliss zn armed oppositione
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- -2 -lence literally disarms the revol=-
inz =oldiers with carnations may be a fine
ol = some defections and an unwilling=-
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en counter-productive insofar
g usually provoked massive

-~archist violence ~as Dé
sr ha
- has seriously debilitated the mov-
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-- stgte terror wh
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.. T ilt—ier problem is that terrorist violence,being -almost
¢~ .. --: zrk of vanguardist minorities,can never actually topple
_n=s mzgult is a stranzthening of the state as it is pres-

.. .- Z3pgl propagancz weapon and an excuse to diminish

“:zo-iz2z,In Northern Traeland,for example,years of T.R.A.

4

-:--2 wazmsly served TO justify a viciously repressive police
- - -::7i have been rejoicing throughout the land,had the
~ its' intended target.But what would have been the

Brighton ncont -
aftermath in T=oo
weeks of sicks~niz

s of the states' response?We would have to endure

= propagandasan attack on the Irish community
and perhaps the ~eintroduction of hanging.There would still be a =
Tory governmente




For anarchists,the purpose of revolution 18 +o destroy the state
snd the exploitative system which sustalns it History has shown
+hat revolutionaly vanguards ne essarily pervert the revolution,
neiping to ensure that one elite becomes replaced DY snother,The
revolution must be carried out by and with the approval ,of the

great majority af the population otherwise anarchy cannot be achieved

Tt is within this context +that the ssue of revolutionary violence
should be consideredsThe state and all of its' oppressive apparatus
must be swept awayeSince this will almost certainly provoke state
counterrevoluﬁionary violence,thid must be overcome with nass

plstan

)

revolutionary violenceslt is in this context that we should welcome
the working class wviolence of Thatcher's Pritain.the 4981 riots
and the violence ni the miners’ picket lines mark & new approach
by ordinary people TO the problems of controlling +their lives in

an unequal societysWhilst not revolutionary in aim,such violence
represents & shift from the post war tra@itionmHopefullygpopular

;
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violence will oceur frequently enough to help build 2 tradition of
sreet revolt which can lay the pasis of a new combative apPToach to
politicse




THE LAWS OF

THE GOOD, THE BA
AND THE UGLY
MARXISM ASSESSED PART TWO

HISTORY

wve found the key to the
ccumulation of capital,

Lon and their relations etce.
swpoint,capitalism is just
in s whole series of ex-
evious socleties,he
uggle.One form of econ=—
superseded another once
nd exploited became acute
s exploited class in cap-
dTl&LEWhlch when condit-
-n3ism and create a classless
model for understanding the
ology was claimed to be able
elopment.
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During the graveysa
== the master had domn:e
,namely that he !
28 of a sc1ent ilb

“np Kerl Marx,Engels claimed
: *Hm what Darw1n had done for
the laws of its' developmente
v doctrine revealing social
lawe is very much a nine-
opted and helped to place
thought.Unfortunately,the
‘ . than natural scientists
“ie:j$Blo¢o?1€ta and chemists
nat gilven ertain condit-
‘e.z. that a plant starved
e wth )e.Once the number of
i 1 w*teOrOTﬁgy} the degree of
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eXplanstiong of past SO0Cleties can be o

7 imi ] -
S0 similarp reasans,thg usefulnegs of Marx1sm,whatever the

claims of its! Proponents,is of 7<ms

S ‘ _ “SelS of limiteq value.As g pe

standlpg the distant Past the Marxist ecco L inistic nder=
model has often pProved to be among the mo
pglqts.,fpr ExXample,cften have only physical
toolsilrrlgatlon canals,pottery etc. « frop which to reconstrﬁct,
Teraing reasongble

bre=litepgte Societies,Fron Ssuch "economie !
ffered which s DY the nature

cf the evidence,cannot be easily dlsproved,What of

T+
ST o X - . ) ten does not
SUrvive from bPreliteragtes gsoci s ‘ ; T+ :

beliets eta ! eties are Peoples tnou:hts,ldeas,

A8 such materigl becomes available when W€ resesrch more .
recent literate (historical) Societies,economic determinigt models
must compete with philcsophies of history of a more idealistice’
bentaﬁeveftheless Marxists have achieved some remarksbple successes
in the field of economic and socigl history and British erxist
historians have berhaps lead the field.''he problen renains ,how-
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tend to select evidence which backs up that theory,whilst
cting more uncomfortable informgtion. Thig type of history is
commonly associated with the U.5.5.Ra y€specially in the
talin period.In the hands of politicians history is used to

ify present day actions.Thus events in the past are seen ags

1’vtorica11y inevitable and therefor historically necessary.,trom

8 ,it is & simple leap to Justify any action on the basis of
storical necessity = witnegs bresent day Stalinist Justification
the 103014 DuUrges,
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If the past and the present are believed to conform with some
theory of historical inevitability,theﬁ Surely so must the future,
The temptation to offer predictions has proved irresistable to -
all Marxists since the Master set the trend, The problem,however
has been that most of the predictions have been proved wIong,
Like early Christians awaiting the second coming of Christ, the
broletarian revolution in the West has had to be pushed further
and further inté the future,The forces behind social change are
simply too complex to be pPredictable on the basis of g theory,
ne matter how Sophisticated, The Marxist "scientific! tools are
not precise enough to cope with the enormous interplay of forces
and events which mould the movement of history.Accordingly,Marx
was proved wrong regarding the 'increased immiseration' of the
proletariat despite subsequent wrlgeling by his disciples to
reinterpret what he meant,Imperialism,the greatest economic dev-
elopment of the twentieth century was completely unforseen by
Marx.Western Marxism is in a state of profound crisis as so many
of Marx'sg bredictions which were supposed to have happened have
failed to materialise,European Marxists can no longer sit back
and wait for the inevitable revolution ag dig their forefathers
in the early German §,P.D. Their inevitable revolution is g long
time coming,

rythat given s bpredetemined theory of history, Maryist historians



s were little better.lenin,

Bolghevik predictive sbili 55
like all Marxists.,wers %taken totally by surprise by the spont-
aneous February Zsvclution of 1917 and hurriedly scurriea back
from abroad (Ie 22 in Switzerland and Trotsky was even
; Yorkid.After they had seized vower,they
victorious revolutions to break out in

e
,Ehat prediction proved to be wildly over
per: s the most arrogant of the Russian

" the battle with (in his opinion)

to be wrong.for exampleghe
stional would win the support of
es at the expense of the Comin=
predicted the coverthrow of the
roag.and,the biggest howler of
1y forecast the outbreak of revolution in.

the Second World War.

- 213 in 8ll,the Marxist method has proved to be singule
=o_- wrnsuccessful in the realm of fuburology.This has not
= _ued their faith ,however,for blinded with the often
=z z--atable density of much Marxist writing (for examples
z-: z2- structuralist Marxist text) they cannot see the wood
~o s=:lity for the trees of theory.Other,less academically
; icubts Yo the of their
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7yEquality,Fratern ‘ tng aims of the first
at rin revolutlon.they h 0T snywhere in the wcrldmbeén
- -ised.As slogens for capitslism,they have of course been lon
-=zittensBut within the left where reformism and state socigiigm
- -=7 Tor superiority they are sadly lacking too.There is precious
-~~~ T_e liberty,equality or fraternity within the self proclaime
sz sarxist states (though attempts have been made %o J&étif§
27227 invesions of Eastern Bloec states on the grounds of fraterne—
_ zu21tort for socialism).The Marxist parties in Britain are not
“oT27 ot houses of free debate,equality or brother/sisterhood,

- wW52r2do we stand?
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tal and labour,
in the interests
for reforming

; institutions
lution not reform
the system must
destroyed.
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